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N = 1,023 Voters in the 2024 Likely Electorate (LV), Nationwide
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By 8-Point Margin, Voters Say The Government Was Right To 
Wait To Shoot Down The Balloon Over Water When They Did
Q. The U.S. government recently shot down a surveillance balloon from China overflying the United States. Which 
of the following comes closest to your view of the government’s response, even if neither is exactly right?

N = 1,023 Voters in the 2024 Likely Electorate nationwide, fielded February 21-23, 2023

Overall

GOP + Lean

Dem + Lean 21%

66%

42%

9%

5%

9%

70%

29%

50%

The government was right to wait to shoot down  
the balloon over water to give us more time  

to monitor it and minimize the damage  
from falling debris

Unsure The government was wrong to wait to shoot down  
the balloon as this allowed more time for China to  

spy on the United States, including sensitive  
military installations



42% Say A Foreign Government Most Likely Flying Unidentified 
Objects Over U.S. Airspace; Only 5% Of Voters Think Extraterrestrials 
Q. After the surveillance balloon was shot down, more unidentified objects have been shot down by 
the U.S. government. Who do you think most likely flew these objects over U.S. airspace?
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A foreign government

Individual hobbyists

The U.S. government

Extraterrestrial life

A business

Something else,  
please specify

Unsure 26%

2%

4%

5%

8%

14%

42%



Q. In your opinion, how likely is it that intelligent life exists on other planets?

NOT VERY/
NOT AT ALL 

LIKELY

By 48-Point Margin, Voters Believe It Is Likely That Intelligent 
Life Exists On Other Planets

Overall

18-29

30-39

40-49

50-64

65+ 12%

12%

8%

4%

4%

9%

14%

11%

11%

6%

10%

11%

14%

15%

8%

9%

7%

12%

37%

35%

38%

33%

29%

35%

23%

27%

35%

47%

49%

33%

Very  
likely

Somewhat  
likely

Unsure Not very  
likely 

Not at all  
likely

68%

79%

80%

73%

62%

60%

VERY/
SOMEWHAT 

LIKELY

20%

14%

11%

19%

23%

26%

+48

+65

+69

+54

+39

+34

NET

N = 1,023 Voters in the 2024 Likely Electorate nationwide, fielded February 21-23, 2023
Note: Numbers in chart may not add up to totals due to rounding



By 13-Point Margin, Voters Believe That Intelligent Life Forms 
From Other Planets Have Visited Earth
Q. Do you believe that intelligent life forms from other planets have ever visited Earth?
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Overall

White

Black

Hispanic 18%

19%

31%

28%

25%

29%

32%

31%

57%

52%

36%

41%

Yes Unsure No

+13

+5

+33

+39

NET 
(Yes-No)



Voters Under 50 Drive Share Who Believe Intelligent Life Forms 
From Other Planets Have Visited Earth
Q. Do you believe that intelligent life forms from other planets have ever visited Earth?
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Overall

18-29

30-39

40-49

50-64

65+ 34%

28%

25%

21%

25%

28%

34%

36%

30%

23%

28%

31%

33%

36%

44%

56%

48%

41%

Yes Unsure No

+13

+23

+35

+19

+8

-1

NET 
(Yes-No)



By 17-Point Margin, Voters Say Existence Of Life On Other Planets Would 
Have Positive Influence On Humans, Though Plurality Are Unsure
Q. Regardless of whether you believe intelligent life exists on other planets, do you think that the existence 
of intelligent life on other planets would have a positive or negative influence on life for humans?

TOTAL 
Negative

Overall

White

Black

Hispanic 3%

4%

8%

7%

17%

18%

13%

14%

32%

30%

46%

43%

21%

32%

25%

25%

26%

16%

8%

12%

Very  
positive

Somewhat  
positive

Unsure Somewhat  
negative

Very  
negative

37%

33%

48%

48%

TOTAL 
Positive

20%

21%

23%

20%

+17

+12

+25

+28

NET 
(Positive- 
Negative)

N = 1,023 Voters in the 2024 Likely Electorate nationwide, fielded February 21-23, 2023
Note: Numbers in chart may not add up to totals due to rounding



Voters Under 40 Most Likely To Believe That Existence Of 
Intelligent Life On Other Planets Would Be Positive For Humans
Q. Regardless of whether you believe intelligent life exists on other planets, do you think that the existence 
of intelligent life on other planets would have a positive or negative influence on life for humans?

TOTAL 
Negative

Overall

18-29

30-39

40-49

50-64

65+ 7%

9%

6%

3%

5%

7%

11%

14%

17%

12%

18%

14%

50%

50%

43%

30%

26%

43%

28%

19%

23%

31%

26%

25%

5%

7%

11%

24%

25%

12%

Very  
positive

Somewhat  
positive

Unsure Somewhat  
negative

Very  
negative

37%

51%

55%

33%

26%

33%

TOTAL 
Positive

20%

23%

15%

23%

24%

17%

+17

+38

+40

+10

+2

+16

NET 
(Positive- 
Negative)

N = 1,023 Voters in the 2024 Likely Electorate nationwide, fielded February 21-23, 2023
Note: Numbers in chart may not add up to totals due to rounding



46% Believe That The Strange Flying Objects Some U.S. Pilots Have 
Encountered Are Top-Secret Technologies Being Tested By The U.S. Government

Q. Do you believe or not believe the following statements?

N = 1,023 Voters in the 2024 Likely Electorate nationwide, fielded February 21-23, 2023

NET 
(Believe- 

Do Not Believe)

+23

+4

+3

-12

The strange flying objects that some U.S. pilots have  
                     encountered while in the air are top-secret  
      technologies being tested by the U.S. government

The United States has long operated a secret space 
        program aimed at working with extraterrestrial  
                               technology and visiting other planets

           UFO's flown and crashed by extraterrestrials  
             are being held in a secure location in Nevada  
called Area 51, which the U.S. government operates

Some people have seen extraterrestrials face to face,  
                                         often after being abducted by them 42%

35%

35%

23%

28%

27%

26%

31%

30%

38%

39%

46%

Believe Unsure Do not believe



Q. Do you believe or not believe the following statements?
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NET

+23

-6

-3

-12

NET

+25

+25

+16

+11

White Non-White

The strange flying objects that some U.S. pilots have  
                     encountered while in the air are top-secret  
      technologies being tested by the U.S. government

The United States has long operated a secret space 
        program aimed at working with extraterrestrial  
                               technology and visiting other planets

            UFO's flown and crashed by extraterrestrials  
             are being held in a secure location in Nevada  
called Area 51, which the U.S. government operates

Some people have seen extraterrestrials face to face,  
                                         often after being abducted by them 47%

38%

40%

23%

28%

27%

26%

31%

25%

35%

34%

46%

Believe Unsure Do not believe

30%

28%

24%

22%

29%

28%

27%

31%

41%

44%

49%

47%

Non-White Voters Believe U.S.  Has Secret Space Program Working With Extraterrestrial 
Tech, UFO’s Are Being Held At Area 51, And Some People Have Seen Extraterrestrials



Voters Under 50 More Likely To Believe All UFO-Related 
Conspiracies Than Voters Aged 50+
Q. Do you believe or not believe the following statements?
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NET

+28

+21

+15

+7

NET

+20

-10

-6

-26

Under 50 50+

The strange flying objects that some U.S. pilots have  
                    encountered while in the air are top-secret  
     technologies being tested by the U.S. government

The United States has long operated a secret space 
        program aimed at working with extraterrestrial  
                               technology and visiting other planets

            UFO's flown and crashed by extraterrestrials  
             are being held in a secure location in Nevada  
called Area 51, which the U.S. government operates

Some people have seen extraterrestrials face to face,  
                                         often after being abducted by them 32%

30%

28%

21%

29%

26%

23%

30%

39%

45%

49%

49%

Believe Unsure Do not believe

49%

39%

41%

24%

28%

28%

29%

32%

23%

33%

31%

44%




