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Republican Presidential vs. 
Senate Candidate Performance, 
2018-2020



• Split-ticket voting made a small but significant difference across the country in the 2020 cycle. Across the most closely 
contested Senate states, Republican candidates overperformed Donald Trump by a 1.4 point margin.  

• The strongest Senate overperformers were Susan Collins, who ran 17.7 points ahead of Trump in Maine and Ben Sasse, who ran 
17.3 points ahead of Trump in Nebraska. 

• Republican Senate candidate overperformance happened most consistently in suburban and urban areas across the country, 
while Trump overperformance happened tended to happen in rural areas. 

• The 2020 Senate Republican coalition looks like two parts Trump coalition and one part the traditional Republican coalition. 
For instance, while John Cornyn underperformed Trump in the heavily Latino Rio Grande Valley, he still ran far ahead of Ted Cruz’s 
margins in the region from two years earlier. To a large extent, shifts at the Presidential level translated to shifts in Senate voting. 

• There is no such thing as a standard partisanship model anymore. The supporter profile of every candidate looks different, 
depending on the coalition the candidate is trying to persuade. The similarity of the Presidential and U.S. Senate results masks the 
fact of significant split-ticket voting running in both directions, tied to the education gap. 

• This presentation maps the Trump-Senate crossover vote in all states with two-party Senate races in 2018 and/or 2020. It 
shows the size of the “Trump Democrat” and “Biden Republican” vote in each race, and where geographically they are located, 
showing the counties responsible for the biggest shift (percentage-wise and in raw votes) between Trump and Senate candidate 
performance.

Overview
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(SLIDE KEY)

Bubble size reflects the 
size of the 

Presidential-Senate 
margin shift in each 

county 

Net crossover vote, broken down by county

County map, shift in 
Presidential-Senate margin. 

Throughout, Blue means 
GOP Senate 

overperformance relative to 
Trump, Orange means 

Trump overperformance 
relative to Senate GOP. 

Presidential-Senate 
margin shift in key 

counties
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Snapshots are a starting place for anyone 
mapping a run for office that summarizes all 
the key data points about a state or district, 
including: 

• Voter Registration Totals  
• Past Election Results 
• Historic Electorate 
• Demographics 
• Historic Spend and Media Planning 

Request your free Snapshot by emailing 
snapshot@echeloninsights.com.

State & District 
Snapshots
Winner, Gold Pollie Award  
for Best Data Analytics Solution

mailto:snapshot@echeloninsights.com
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We bring analytical firepower and a sharp 
eye for history and fundamentals to map out 
your path to victory in the primary and the 
general. 

Our Path to Victory Briefs combine narrative 
analysis, visuals, and hard data to lay out a 
roadmap for your campaign, with realistic 
goals down to the precinct level. 

Email pathtovictory@echeloninsights.com 
to get started.

Path to 
Victory Briefs

mailto:pathtovictory@echeloninsights.com
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Download our sought-after 
dataset that combines 2020 
Presidential results broken 
down by media market and 
TV advertising data. 

echeloninsights.com/
2020results

2020 Presidential 
Election Results 
by DMA

http://echeloninsights.com/2020results
http://echeloninsights.com/2020results
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